CHAPTER IV

FAITH

MY faith, then, is that my sense of the difference of
right and wrong is valid, that final reality is God, a
spirit personal in an infinitely higher degree than my
own personality, and therefore supremely creative;
and that God, having endowed his creatures with
reason, conscience, imagination and freedom, set
them to discover, little by little, what the universe is,
and called them to join in the task of making it
better and greater.

Do I mean by this that when God had created
man in his likeness he cut himself off from com-
munion with men? My answer is 'No'; for I myself
am aware of communion with God. I have said that
I do not believe that, when I am subject to doubts,
God intervenes in some supernatural way to set them
at rest. If I pray to be shown with absolute certainty
that my sense of right and wrong is valid, I do not
believe that my prayer will be answered. I must form
my own judgment on the matter, and must act on that
judgment. If I ask to be told whether the ultimate
reality in things is of the nature of matter or spirit, I
shall not be told; I shall find myself left to judge from
the answer I have given to the previous question.

Whether life has a meaning is the same question
put in another form, which must be answered by
every thinking man for himself. I can prove that the
angles contained by a triangle are together equal to
two right angles, and no rational man will dispute
my conclusion. But I cannot prove that life has a
meaning or purpose. I know highly intelligent
people who believe it has neither; but they cannot
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